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Paging through history: Compendiums
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1995: public use databases



4 — U.S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS • bls.gov

Our data store and toolkit has grown

67 databases Multiple 
access tools

Mapping apps CPI calculator API
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Some of our challenges

Not everything is in a 
database

 67 SEPARATE databases
 Cross-sectional data vs. time 

series data
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Despite modernizing… 


Captured with Snagit 2023.2.1.33145  

Webcam - \\?\usb#vid_0bda&pid_5532&mi_00#6&316d4b5b&0&0000#{65e8773d-8f56-11d0-a3b9-00a0c9223196}\global  

Microphone - Microphone Array (Realtek(R) Audio)  

app: Google Chrome  

appVersion: 119.0.6045.160  

appC

Women in the labor force: a databook : BLS Reports: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics - Google Chrome
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One database to rule them all (circa 2012)
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The data retrieval journey


Snagit Editor - [2023-11-29_18-52-52]
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Data access limitations

Must have prior knowledge 
of BLS offerings

Not built for exploration
Hard to get data from 

multiple program areas at 
once

Getting a little vs. download 
it all
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What would have the biggest impact?

 Cleaner metadata
 Better interface tools
 Customized table builders
 Prioritizing database 

completeness
 Better display/download 

options
 Something else?
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