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Manufacturers are required 
to convert facilities for war 
production. By 1943, America 
achieves “full industrial 
mobilization for total war,” 
producing 19 million tons of  
new ships, 86,000 aircraft,  
and other military supplies.

Women are needed to 
provide the bulk of additions 
to the U.S. labor force. In 
1943, women hold 32 percent 
of civilian jobs, including 14.1 
million in nonagricultural 
industries and 1.8 million in 
agriculture.

Photo. Women welders head to work at New York’s Todd Erie Basin dry dock. Alfred T. Palmer, Office of War Information (OWI), Library of Congress (LOC), 1943 or 1944.

Photo. Ration book in hand, a shopper and her son calculate canned food prices and point values. Alfred T. Palmer, Farm Security Administration/OWI, LOC, February 1943.

Photo. Chrysler Corporation converts its Detroit automobile plant to manufacture 40 mm anti-aircraft guns. Alfred T. Palmer, OWI, LOC, 1942.

Photo. A jubilant crowd dances in front of the White House on VJ-Day. LOC, 1945.

By 1948, reconverted industries 
reach new production marks 
as consumers replenish 
depleted stocks of durable 
goods. In fiscal 1949, the U.S. 
government provides $6.3 
billion, or one-sixth of its total 
outlays, for foreign aid. 

Civilians continue to experience 
inconveniences: car production 
stops and tinned pork and 
beans sales are prohibited 
(1942); the cost of living rises 
6 percent (1942–43); and 
128,760,419 War Ration Book 
Fours are issued (February 1944).

http://www.bea.gov/scb/centennial/decades/1940s.htm

	Civil Labor article caption 1: 
	Civil Labor chart caption 1: 
	Rationing article caption 1: 
	Rationing TOC caption 1: 
	Rationing chart caption 1: 
	Industries article 2 caption 1: 
	Industries - article 1 caption 1: 
	Postwar - article 1 caption 1: 
	Postwar - article 2 caption 1: 
	civil labor article: 
	civil labor chart: 
	rationing article: 
	rationing TOC 1-2: 
	rationing TOC 1-1: 
	rationing chart 1-1: 
	rationing chart 1-2: 
	industries article 1-1: 
	industries article 1-2: 
	industries article 2: 
	postwar article 1: 
	postwar article 2: 


